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What are artifacts? 

How do scientists & 
scholars learn about 
earlier human cultures? 

Who are 
archaeologists?  What 
do they do? 
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Part II: Understanding What We Have Found 
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Part III: Creating an Exhibition 
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archaeology  

artifact  

cache  

culture  

data  

grave goods 

salvor 

site  

strata 

stratification 



 

�� 

Concept Outline 

����������
����������
�
������������	���"�������!��	�
��������������
����������	���������
��	�����
���

������������	�������
���������
���
�
��"��������
���

Archaeology 

�����������
��
	��
�	���
��
���
������
�����
��
	��
���	
��
�	������
	��


	�����
	���
���	
�������


������������	�
	��
	�
������	���
�
�����F�
��������*
	���������*
�������*


���
������
��
�����/���
	����
 �	�����
���
����������
�� �����





"	
�����
��
	�
������	���
���
���
	� �
���
�����
��
�� ��
���	����





���	���
��
�
��	
��
�������
�������*
������*
���
���������
	��	
������

������
	�
����	
	�
������
���
��	����
������� ��	��
<�	
����
����

���	���
������
������
	�
������
	����
������� ��	*
���	���
�	����

��������
	�
�������
��
	��
������� ��	�
���	���
�������
����	��	��*

����	���
	�*
���
�����������*
�
�����	�
��
�������


��	����	�
���
��������
��
���	�����
��	����	�
���
	��
��� ���
�����

������������	�
����
��
����������
	��
 ��	�����
��
	��
���	&
������

�	������*
	������
��		����*
���	���
���
��	�������
	�����%����


Appendix 

4
 

What is Archaeology?  

What do 
Archaeologists do?  

Why is Archaeology 
important to us?  

What is culture? 

What are artifacts? 
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Artifacts are the key 
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The Archaeological Record: How Sites are Formed 
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Artifacts are linked 

to behavior  

Key Questions  

THE CULTURAL 

FORMATION PROCESS  
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Artifacts have a life-

cycle 

Human activities 

modify the 

archaeological record 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

FORMATION PROCESS 
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Stratification and 

the Law of 

Superposition  

Statement of 

hypothesis  

1. Look for 

answers to 

questions. 

2. Decide how to 

proceed. 
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3. Find an 

archaeological site.  

4. Gather data. 

5. Process and 

analyze artifacts 
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Two types of analogy 
are employed.  

How is a site 

discovered? 

How do artifacts 

become “buried?”  

Cultural processes 

include: 
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